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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE STRATEGY — “BETTER ATTENDANCE: BRIGHTER FUTURES” 
Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.15 am]: The findings of the Auditor 
General’s report into school attendance, which was tabled in this house yesterday, should be of concern to all 
members. In response to its release, I unveiled a nine-point draft plan to improve student attendance in public 
schools. The government is determined to break the negative cycle of poor attendance and poor performance, 
and this draft strategy is fundamental to this commitment. I recognise, however, that schools cannot do this 
alone. Parents and communities need to work with teachers and principals in addressing the causes of poor 
attendance and developing local solutions. The whole of society, in fact, needs to be involved in this endeavour 
of combined effort, shared responsibility and mutual obligation. 
To achieve our goal, the state government has released a comprehensive strategy for attendance in our schools, 
titled “Better attendance: brighter futures”. The nine key areas of action in this strategy are making sure all 
children are enrolled in school; directly supporting schools with the greatest need and building local community 
solutions; acting in the early years; rewarding student attendance and parent participation; taking swift action 
where a student’s attendance is a serious problem; holding parents accountable for their child’s attendance at 
school; partnering with the business community and local agencies to improve regular attendance; training 
school and community members to address poor attendance; and making regular attendance a priority of the 
department’s. 

I have stressed the importance of schools, parents and communities supporting each other to get young people to 
school. In this spirit of mutual concern, I am announcing a three-month consultation process through which all 
interested parties can provide feedback on the attendance strategy. This feedback can be given through the 
department’s website or in writing, and it will contribute to our evaluation and refinement of the strategy.  

I table a copy of the “Better attendance: brighter futures” paper and urge all members to encourage their 
constituents to get involved in tackling this critical issue. 

[See paper 1195.] 
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